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1697. to Dr. Martin Lifter, Fellow of the Colledge of 
Phyficians and Royal Society ; concerning Two Roman 
Altars lately found in the North of England : With 
Notes on the fame by Tho. Gale, D. D. and F. R.S. 
VIJ. Of the Generation of Fels, By Mr. Benjamin Allen. 
VI! I. Account of a Book, fhtlippi Chverii, Intro- 
duttio in Vniverfam Geographiam, tarn Veterem quam 
Novam Tabulis Geographies XLVJ. ac Not is dim Or- 
rata a Joanne Buvone ; jcim uero Locupletata Addita- 
mentis £? Annotationibus Job. Frid. Hekelii & Joh. 
Rehkii in Quarto. Amjt. Typis Joannis Wolters. 
Londini Prrjiant apud Sam. Sam. Smith & Benj. Wal- 
fora inCzweterio D. Pauli. .1697. IX. An Account 
of Books lately Printed, or now Printing at the Thea- 
ter in Oxford. 



I. Tart of a Letter from Mr. John Ray, F.K S. 
to Dr. Sloane, dated June 30 *tgj. cam- 
mnmcat'tng Txpo Obfervattonf, the one concern- 
ing the Effe&s of a poyfonoitf Root, the other 
come' ning the Vermes of the Leaves of Hem* 
lock. 

Since I uodoftand you are concerned in th-i Philo- 
fophical Tran factions, I (hall fend you an Obferva- 
tion cr Two I lately received fiom Dr. Nathaniel Wood, 
a Phyfidan in Kilkenny in Ireland; which, if you think 
fit, may be thereinto inferred. The Firft is tbb, A 
certain Woman eating by miftake fbme Roots (as he 
iuppofes) of common Hemlock among Parfnips, was 
immediately feized with Raving and Madnefs, talk'd 
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obfcendy, and could not forbear Dmcing, on which 
exercifc ihe was (b intent, Mat (he would willingly 
have given her Cow ior a Bagpipe. Thus (he conti- 
nued ror ibme time, till at length ihe was taken with 
Epilepeick Fits, of which Difttmper, be, ng committed 
to my Charge, (he was (con cured by the common 
Method, and has now for (everal Years lived in perfec* 
Health. What Quantity ihe eat is not know n but on 
her growing Mad, (bme fuch thing was (ufpe&ed, and 
on learch, a piece of Hemlock Rout was found on her 
Trencher. So far the Dj&ot. Howbeif, I am in fome 
doubt, whether it was really the Root of Hemlock 
which this Woman did eat, and which had this Effect 
upon her, and not (bme other, tecaufe i. Jo.Bauhine 
Hifl. Plant. Tarn 3. Part ^. Pag. 181. relating Two 
parallel Stories of Two (everal Families in Montbelgard, 
during his abode there, which were in like man ser in- 
toxicated by eatiag of Roots, which they took to be 
Parfheps, and which he humielf cured ; is of Opinion 
that they were the Roots of Wild Cicely commonly 
cal.'ed by the Vulgar hereabout Cow weed, becaufe Kine 
in the Spring time willingly eat it, by Herbalifts in 
Latine, Cicutaria Vulgaris, or Myrrhis Syheflris ; be- 
caufe ((aith h'e) the Roots of it are more like to Part 
neps, than thofe.-of Ckstu or Hemlock , and becaufe 
this Plant was abundantly more frequent in the Gardens 
thereabout then Hemlock. %. That skilful Herbslilt, 
my much tfteemed Friend Mr. James Petiver affined 
me, That being in Company with one Mr. Henley, sn 
ingenious Friend and Neighbour of his, he (aw him eat 
Three or -Four Ounces of Hemlock- Root.- without the 
leaft Harm, whereupon he himfeif was encouraged to 
do the i.ke, eating about half auDunce. They tailed 
fomewhat feke the Root of Seteri, or Sweet Smdhge, 
and he perceived no ill Effect: or Inconvenience from 
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the eating of them. 3. The common People general- 
ly believe that the Roots which caufe thefe Symptoms, 
are no other than old Parfoeps, which have continued 
fome Years in the Ground, and therefore call them 
Madneps. For my Part, I am not yet fatisfied what 
Roots they are, and fliould be glad to receive Satisfa- 
ction from others. 

The other Observation I fhall give you in his own 
Words, without making any Reflections upon it. A 
Gentleman of my Acquaintance, having a Horfe which 
he highly valued, troubled with that ftubborn Di(eale 
they call the Farcy, employed Several ufually efficaci- 
ous Medicines, infuccesfully. At length, one Day riding 
abroad on this Horfe to take the Air, and being in Di(- 
courfe with a Gentleman he met in a Place where grew 
a great quantity of Hemlock, he obferved that the 
Horfe began to feed thereon, but checked him at pre- 
ftnt, and was returning home ; when calling to mind, 
that fome Animals are ibmerimes directed by what they 
call Inftindt to proper Remedies, he rode back to the 
fame Place, where the Horfe again refufed the Grafs, 
and fell aboard the Hemlock, greedily eating it up. 
On which within Three or Four Days his Seres dried 
up and he recovered very faft. From whence it appears 
that the Leaves at leaft of Hemlock are not noxious 
to fome Animals, but rather falutary. The Seeds alfo 
fome Birds, as in our Obfervations Buftards, will gree- 
dily eat. 

Tours, &c. 
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